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GRADUATE SEMINAR ~ ENGLISH 5000

FALL 2014

Introduction to Methods & Issues
in English Studies
Prof. R. Beebe
rlbeebe@eiu.edu
Wed 7-9:30 p.m.
Coleman Hall 3159

Office Hours:
M, W 9-11
T, R 10-11
& by appointment

course description
This seminar provides a foundation for the M.A. in English,
serving as an intensive introduction to the methods and
issues of advanced-level research and scholarship in
English studies. Through our reading and discussions, we
will examine the complexities of interpretation and survey
“What the Brain Can Tell Us About Art”
a variety of theoretical approaches to the study of language
Jonathon Rosen, NYTimes
and culture. This course will also equip students
to identify, locate and evaluate scholarly resources
TEXTS
and will assist students in learning how to enter
:: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley (1818/1831)
existing critical conversations.
:: Affinity, Sarah Waters (1999)
course goals
:: The Echo Maker, Richard Powers (2006)
As an introductory course, this seminar has
:: Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction,
very practical goals, which include the
Jonathan Culler (2000)
:: Literary Theory: An Anthology, eds. Rivkin & following:
Ryan (2004)

1.

:: Supplementary Readings on D2L

2.

REQUIREMENTS
::
::
::
::
::
::

Project 1: Report on Scholarly Journals
Project 2: Research Puzzle
Project 3: Writing Like a Historicist
Project 4: Final Project
Oral Report
Final Exam

15%
15%
20%
30%
10%
10%

3.
4.

understand expectations of graduate-level
work;
explore critical and theoretical issues in
English studies;
get extensive practice in completing graduatelevel research;
become familiar with professional
conversations in English studies, including
controversies, current trends, and career
preparation

“Why do science? Why do art? . . . The things

that seem like the least important for our survival
are the very things that make us human."
Savas Dimopoulos, theoretical physicist
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expectations . . .
Just about everything about this course—and what we will do—is designed to help to
introduce you to the expectations of graduate-level study. It’s vital, therefore, that you
engage carefully and aggressively with the material and course assignments.

!

Not everything we discuss or what you may be asked to write about will necessarily relate
directly to your field of interest. However, the readings, topics, and tasks have everything to do
with the larger field of English studies and are meant to help you better understand the
professional nature of the field—to give you a comprehensive view.

!
!
!
!

You should be exceptionally well prepared for each meeting—with notes, comments, or
questions.
You need to participate and do so actively.
As in any professional field, observing deadlines is vital.
You must also abide by all University and professional codes of conduct, including (but not
limited to) academic honesty and respect for diverse viewpoints.

writing projects & conferences . . .
Each of the writing projects you will complete have different goals and distinct
complexities. While the end product (the results of your thinking and your writing abilities) is
what gets assessed, it’s important that you confer with me at any stage of the process.
Conferencing and working with peers and colleagues is normal, healthy, useful, and the
way things get done in English studies.

!
!

In short, get in the habit of talking to me (and other faculty) often outside of class.
For each writing project, you will receive a separate assignment sheet, detailing the task
and critical points at issue.

final project & graduate symposium . . .
The most important project you will complete this semester is your final project, which includes
developing a prospectus, writing a draft for review, and presenting a version of your project at
the annual Graduate Student Symposium at the end of the semester. The Symposium is usually
well attended by faculty and other graduate students and provides a great opportunity for
you to get first-hand experience in giving a professional talk about a topic of interest to you to
a knowledgeable (and very kind) audience.

!

Given the importance of the final project, we will be spending a great deal of class time
(beginning around weeks 10 and 11) discussing all aspects of the project—even working with
you as you develop your presentation.

oral reports . . .
Each seminar participant will also be asked to give an oral report to the class at some point in
the semester. We will establish the dates for these right away. While these reports are casual
and relatively informal, you will need to do extra preparation (of both research, reading, and
developing focus questions). You will also need to turn in a 2-3 page summary of your report
(due on the evening you give your report). I will assign each of you a topic two weeks before
the date you have selected. Oral reports will begin in Week 5.

2
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reading schedule
•
•
•
•

The reading schedule details major reading assignments, due dates for writing projects, and oral
reports.
TBD (to be determined) notes other readings that may be assigned (usually from secondary/
theoretical sources) once I have an understanding of the class’s needs, interests, and projects.
Secondary readings (and other course material) will be made available via D2L.
LT = Rivkin & Ryan anthology

27 aug

Intro to Course

Begin Projects 1 & 2

The Problem of Textuality
3 sept

What is Theory?
M. Shelley, Frankenstein
“Introduction to Formalisms” (LT 3-6)
J. Culler, “What is Theory?” (Literary Theory 1-17)
S. Wolfson, “Reading for Form” (d2l)

10 sept

Narrative Matters
M. Shelley, Frankenstein

Project 1 Due (6:00 pm
D2L dropbox)

J. Culler, “What is Literature and Does it Matter?” (18-41);
“Narrative” (82-93)
17 sept

The Problem of Representation, Part 1 (Psychoanalysis)
M. Shelley, Frankenstein
J. Culler, “Identity, Identification, and the Subject” (108-20)

Project 2 Due (6:00 pm
D2L dropbox)

!

Freud, “The Interpretation of Dreams” (LT 397-412)
P. Brooks, “The Idea of Psychoanalytic Criticism” (d2l)
24 sept

The Problem of Representation, Part 2 (Historicism)
S. Waters, Affinity
T. Eagleton, “Literature and History” (d2l)

1 oct

S. Waters, Affinity

Begin Project 3

!

Oral Reports 1 & 2

Oral Reports 3 & 4

TBD
8 oct

S. Waters, Affinity

Oral Reports 5 & 6

TBD
15 oct

R. Powers, The Echo Maker

Oral Reports 7 & 8

TBD
22 oct

R. Powers, The Echo Maker
TBD

Oral Reports 9 & 10
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R. Powers, The Echo Maker
TBD

5 nov

Discuss Prospectus for Final Paper
TBD

12 nov

Short Presentation on Final Paper

19 nov

Rough Draft of Final Paper

3 dec

Practice Presentation

10 dec &

Graduate Student Research Symposium

15 dec

Coleman Hall 3732

4

Oral Reports 11 & 12

